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Local News 
Ga. Southwestern to offer long-term care management degree- The Thomasville 
Times-Enterprise 
 



Georgia Southwestern State University (GSW) will offer a bachelor of science in long-
term care management (LTCM), the first-of-its-kind in the nation, beginning this fall. The 
new degree program will bring Leisa Easom, Ph.D., to the College of Nursing and 
Health Sciences as the associate dean. Easom currently serves as executive director of 
the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving, a unit of GSW. 
 
“A better prepared workforce is needed to care for our nation’s aging and disabled 
populations,” said Easom. “There is a national crisis with Alzheimer’s and related 
dementias.” Every 66 seconds someone in the U.S. develops Alzheimer’s, according to 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 
 
Georgia is the 11th state with the fastest growing 65 and older population. In addition, 
one in six children have developmental disabilities while one in 68 children have autism 
spectrum disorder, per the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
“Numerous years as a geriatric nurse and working directly with caregivers over the past 
eight years uniquely prepare me to lead our new initiative,” Easom stated. 
 
The LTCM degree, offered online and the classroom, will prepare graduates to assist 
patients and families to connect with community resources, transition from hospital to 
home, and manage the care of residents in an institutional setting. 
 
As a four-year interdisciplinary degree, students will take courses from a variety of 
disciplines — nursing, caregiving, psychology, sociology, and business. They will 
become knowledgeable in palliative care, hospice, gerontology, family issues, 
caregiving support, counseling, health promotion, business management, health 
funding, and cultural competency. 
 
“Employers today express the need for a new skill set and are looking for individuals 
who are compassionate, culturally sensitive, able to communicate well with others and 
have managerial skills,” said Easom. “Graduates will be fully equipped to help patients 
and their families better navigate today’s complicated health care system.” 
 
“Dr. Easom is a nationally renowned expert in the field of caregiving,” said Sandra 
Daniel, Ph.D., dean of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences. “I have full 
confidence that our new long-term care management degree program will undergo 
substantial growth very quickly as a result of the expertise that she brings in this field.” 
 
“I am proud that Georgia Southwestern is the first university in the nation to offer this 
exciting and relevant degree program,” said GSW President Neal Weaver. “It is evident 
to us through our discussions with employers across the country that the time is now for 
such program and we are excited to expand our current academic offerings to include 
what we believe will become a highly sought after degree.”  
 



Organizations in the region looking to employ GSW graduates with this degree include 
hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, Area Agencies on Aging, home 
health care agencies, state department of aging services, and more. 
 
For more information visit www.gsw.edu. 
Baby found abandoned in cold just hours after being born- WSB-TV 
By Tom Jones 
Video: http://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/fulton-county/neighbor-finds-baby-
abandoned-on-porch-detective-says/713408015 
 
Police say they won't file charges against a teenager who gave birth in her home and 
left the baby on the front porch. 
 
Neighbors told Channel 2’s Tom Jones that they were shocked to learn the newborn 
was left out in the cold. 
 
“Lot of cops out there, that's all,” one neighbor told Jones. 
 
The neighbor said his wife woke him up in the middle of the night and told him police 
were next door. The next morning, he learned why. 
 
Officers had been called to the home on Leisure Lane around 3:30 a.m. after someone 
in the home called saying they found a newborn baby on the porch. 
 
That concerned the neighbor since it was so cold overnight. 
 
“God, don't want to see anybody mistreated,” he told Jones.  
 
The baby still had its umbilical cord attached. Police rushed the child to the hospital. 
 
They say a 17-year-old girl who lives in the home then admitted giving birth to the child. 
Her family said they had no idea she was pregnant. 
 
“That is just insane,” neighbor Jacola Gillenwater told Jones.  
 
A woman who lives in the home said she was asleep when everything happened and 
couldn't speak about the incident. She did not identify herself. 
 
“I'm concerned 'cause it's a baby,” she said.  
 
Gillenwater said she came home around 9 a.m. Friday and it was cold then. 
 
She couldn't imagine what the newborn went through being on the porch at night. 
 
“I just feel so bad because it was freezing last night, any night. Just to leave a baby 
outside like ... It's crazy,” Gillenwater told Jones.  
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Police say no charges are pending. The teen is in a nearby hospital as well as the baby. 
Family and children services are now involved in the case. 
 
The mother at the home did not want to comment. 
Families will be hurt by adoption bill- The Brunswick News 
By Elizabeth Wurz 
 
Recently, lawmakers in the state Senate advanced SB 375 — a bill that would weaken 
Georgia’s families and prevent kids in our state’s child welfare system from being 
placed in homes with loving parents. SB 375 would allow taxpayer-funded adoption 
agencies to refuse to work with same-sex couples looking to adopt. 
 
We’ve spent the last decade navigating the complex maze of being a same-sex couple 
raising a family in Georgia. We’re the proud moms of eight kids — they are truly the 
heart of our family. Family law is murky in Georgia, and it’s been a challenge for us to 
ensure that all of our children have quality health care and are protected in case 
anything happens to one or both of us. 
 
Many of our friends and loved ones assumed that once we secured the freedom to 
marry, the fight for LGBTQ equality would be over. Sadly, we know that to be false. In 
Georgia, we’ve had to fight off attempt after attempt to allow blatant discrimination 
against LGBTQ people. 
 
Those most impacted by SB 375 will be the thousands of children in our state’s foster 
care system who could be denied safe, loving homes — for no good reason 
whatsoever. We implore lawmakers to take a deep breath and think of all the families 
impacted by this legislation. Lawmakers have a responsibility to look out for those kids, 
not to make life even more challenging for them. 
 
March rallies support of LGBTQ anti-discrimination policies in Georgia- The 
Macon Telegraph 
By Liz Fabian 
Video: http://www.macon.com/news/local/article204526219.html 
 
Shouts of "equity, equality in Macon-Bibb" rose through downtown Macon on Saturday 
as about 50 marchers rallied in support of the LGBTQ community. 
 
Bentley Hudgins, one of the organizers, said the rally promotes protections for private 
employment, public accommodations and fair housing for all and calls for the elimination 
of discrimination based on gender identity or sexual orientation. 
 
Hudgins wants protections but without attaching criminal punishments to policy. 
 
"This is a heart issue," Hudgins said from the podium. "This is something that requires 
education. It requires community and it requires relationships and tough conversations." 

http://www.macon.com/news/local/article204526219.html


 
The event encouraged dissent against the recently passed Georgia Senate Bill 375 
which allows state-funded child welfare organizations such as adoption and foster care 
agencies to refuse to place children with same-sex couples based on religious beliefs. 
 
OPINION: LGBT people in Georgia deserve to adopt- The Red and Black 
By Anika Chaturvedi 
 
Editor's Note 
The Red & Black publishes opinions from a number of contributors and staff columnists. 
Their opinions do not reflect the opinions of the editorial staff. The editorial staff is in no 
way involved with the opinion pieces published with the exception of editorials. 
Editorials are written by the editorial board consisting of the opinion editor, managing 
editor and editor-in-chief. Editorials are clearly marked EDITORIAL at the beginning. 
This article is from staff writer Anika Chaturvedi, a sophomore journalism major 
minoring in political science. 
 
The LGBT community and religious organizations are often at odds with one another, 
but a Georgia bill preventing same-sex couples from adopting from certain adoption 
agencies is detrimental to the children waiting to be adopted. 
 
Senate Bill 375, sponsored by Sen. William Ligon of Brunswick, is a “religious 
liberties” bill that is an effort to have religious organizations involved in adoption. A 
religious “child-placing agency” could deny potential adoptive parents whose beliefs do 
not line up with the agency’s “sincerely held religious beliefs.” Essentially, this bill 
would allow for religious organizations who are against same-sex marriage to deny 
qualified same-sex couples from adopting children. 
 
The bill was passed by the Georgia Senate by a vote of 35-19. 
 
In April 2016, 12,276 children were in state custody in Georgia. There are not enough 
adoptions to address this large number. For instance, only 843 children were adopted in 
2015, according to georgia.gov. With such a staggering difference between the 
number of children who need loving homes and the ones who are adopted, the state is 
not in a position to deny potential parents just because of their sexuality. In November 
2017, there were about 13,500 children in foster care and 350 “available for adoption.” 
The adoption process is already quite lengthy at four to 10 months, and even then it is 
not guaranteed that the process will work out for everyone. It is not wise to turn away 
potential parents when there are already so few available. 
 
In 2015, there were 12 finalized adoptions in Clarke County according to the Georgia 
Division of Family and Child Services, with 843 in the state of Georgia. More 
adoptions could take place if more couples or individuals are allowed to adopt, and 
more kids would be able to find a home. 
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This bill could also be detrimental to the economy of Georgia. Georgia is quickly 
becoming an entertainment hub with high-profile movies and shows like “The Walking 
Dead” filmed in the state. 
 
A bill like this could drive away the entertainment industry, and possibly deter 
Amazon from opening its new headquarters in Atlanta. Both are very progressive 
industries that are at odds with this more conservative-leaning legislation. 
 
Restricting those who can adopt is not a viable option for the state of Georgia. It 
discriminates against qualified potential parents and keeps children in the foster care 
system longer, just to benefit certain religious groups. The livelihood of children who 
need loving homes is more important than the comfort of select religious groups. 
 
Kids placed in state custody after drug arrests- Rome News-Tribune 
By Diane Wagner 
 
Floyd County police made two unrelated drug busts that sent the residents of each 
house to jail on felony charges. 
 
According to Floyd County Jail records: 
 
Several young children who lived at 14 Kirkwood St. were placed into other homes by 
the Division of Family and Children's Services. 
 
Residents at that address — Lillian Lawrence, 62, Constance Zaneta Lawrence, 36, and 
Myron Dewayne Reid, 32 — were arrested Friday night after police found synthetic 
marijuana in the house. 
 
Officers also found a large number of partially smoked synthetic marijuana cigarettes 
scattered around the floor of a room that small toddlers had access to, and there are 
photos of the adults passed out from drugs. 
 
All three were charged with felony possession of synthetic marijuana and misdemeanor 
cruelty to children in the second degree. They were released from jail Saturday on 
bond. 
 
In a separate incident Friday night, police arrested two residents of 437 Kraftsman Road 
after finding drugs, pipes and a scale at their home. 
 
Timmothy James Pollard, 52, and Lisa Ann Huggins, 51, are each charged with felony 
possession of methamphetamine and felony possession of Xanax, a Schedule IV 
controlled substance. 
 
They're also facing misdemeanor charges of possession of marijuana and possession 
of drug-related objects. They were being held Saturday night pending $5,700 bonds. 
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